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and particularly in connection with the Morocco conference,
and there are certain things which I think I ought to say
to you.

It is the simple and literal truth to say that in my judg-
ment we owe it to you more than to any other one man that
the year which has closed has not seen a war between
France and Germany, which, had it begun, would probably
have extended to take in a considerable portion of the world.
In last May and June the relations between the two coun-
tries were so strained that such a war was imminent. Prob-
ably the only way it could have been avoided was by an in-
ternational conference, and such a conference could only
have been held on terms compatible with France*s honor
and dignity. You were the man most instrumental in hav-
ing just this kind of conference arranged for. I came into
the matter at all most unwillingly, and I could not have
come into it at all if I had not possessed entire confidence
alike in your unfailing soundness of judgment and in your
high integrity of personal conduct. Thanks to the fact that
these are the two dominant notes in your personality, my
relationship with you has been such as I think has very,
very rarely obtained between an ambassador at any time
and the head of the government to which that ambassador
was accredited; and certainly no ambassador and head of
a government could ever stand to one another on a footing
at once more pleasant and more advantageous to their re-
spective countries than has been the case with you and me.
If, in these delicate Morocco negotiations I had not been
able to treat you with the absolute frankness and confi-
dence that I did, no good result could possibly have been
obtained, and this frankness and confidence were rendered
possible only because of the certainty that you would do and
advise what was wisest to be done and advised, and that
you would treat all that was said and done between us two
as a gentleman of the highest honor treats what is said
and done in the intimate personal relations of life. If you
had been capable of adopting one line of. conduct as a pri-
vate individual and another as a public man, I should have